
GRADE LEVEL 2: SOCIAL STUDIES  
Overview of Units: 

 Government & Civics 

 Historical Perspective/Culture and Societies 

 Geography 

 Economics  
 
Social studies in the primary grades has a different level/grade context each year. For example, grade four focuses on 
Kentucky studies and regions of the United States. Grade five includes an integrated focus on United States history. 
Regardless of the level/grade context, students incorporate each of the five areas of social studies in an integrated 
fashion to explore the content. 
 
The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed decisions as citizens of a 
culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The skills and concepts found throughout this 
document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief that students must develop more than an understanding of social 
studies content. They must also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social 
studies to personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its application, 
the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that prepares students to become productive citizens. 
 
The social studies content standards at the intermediate level are directly aligned with Kentucky's Academic 
Expectations. Social Studies standards are organized around five “Big Ideas” that are important to the discipline of 
social studies. The five Big Ideas in social studies are: Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Economics, 
Geography and Historical Perspective. The Big Ideas, which are more thoroughly explained in the pages that follow, are 
conceptual organizers that are the same at each grade level. This consistency ensures students have multiple 
opportunities throughout their school careers to develop skills and concepts linked to the Big Ideas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Big Idea 

UNIT 1: GOVERNMENT & CIVICS  
The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the unique characteristics of representative democracy in 
the United States, including its fundamental principles, structure and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power, 
authority and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of the world is essential for developing civic 
competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social 
studies. 

*Essential Questions: 

1. Why is it important to have rules in my home, school, and community?  

2. What would life be like without rules and laws? 

3. Why are the rights and responsibilities of citizens important to the community? 

4. How does the local government support the community and its citizens?  
5. Why is the Constitution important to U.S. Citizens? 

6. What does the Bill of Rights mean to me?   

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A: Building Communities, 
Rules and Responsibility 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

*Why is it important to have rules 

in my home, school, and 

community?  

*What would life be like without 

rules and laws? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Review of Concepts: 

 Rules  

 Law 

 Consequence 

 Respect 

 Purpose 

 Cooperation 

 Compromise 

 Competition 

 Conflict  

 

 Purpose of Government 

 Function of democratic government 

according to need/wants of citizens, 

community services 

 Rules and laws 

 Rights/responsibilities of US citizens (in 

class, at home and in community/state/nation) 

 Begin to explain how community services 

fulfill the needs and wants of citizens. 
 Common Good 

 
 
 
 

 Perform classroom jobs/duties  

 Discuss school rules and consequences 

 Discuss district discipline policy 

 Help create classroom rules 

 Help develop a classroom “Bill of 

Rights”. 

 Use current events and daily life activities 

as a forum to discuss why community 

services exist. 

 Use current events and daily life activities 

to discuss the purposes of specific laws. 

 Perform classroom jobs/duties 

 Discuss school rules and consequences 

 Discuss district discipline policy 

 Help create classroom rules 

 Discuss community and state laws as they 

apply to the students and as they come up 

in informal discussions (i.e. crossing at the 

crosswalks, driving and voting at certain 

ages, recycling, etc.) 

 Participate in Junior Achievement 

 

 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

 



Government 
SS-EP-1.1.2 
Students will identify and explain the 
purpose of rules within organizations 
(e.g., school, clubs, teams) and compare 
rules with laws.  DOK 2 
 
 
SS-EP-1.3.2 
Students will identify and give examples 
of good citizenship at home, at school , 
and in the community (e.g., helping with 
chores, obeying rules, participating in 
community service projects such as 
recycling, conserving natural resources, 
donating food/supplies) and explain why 
civic engagement in the community is 
important.  DOK 2 
 
 
Culture 
SS-EP-2.3.1 
Students will describe various forms of 
interactions (compromise, cooperation, 
conflict, competition) that occur 
between individuals and groups at 
home and at school.  DOK 2 
 

 

 

CLTs:  

 I can identify and explain the purpose of 

rules at school and home. 

 I can explain the consequences of breaking 

the rules. 

 I can describe what it would be like to have 

no rules.   

 

 

 I can identify characteristics of a good 

citizen. 

 I can identify and give examples of good 

citizenship at home (e.g. helping with chores, 

obeying rules). 

 I can identify and give examples of good 

citizenship at school (e.g. helping in the 

classroom, obeying rules). 

 I can explain why good citizenship is 

important at school and home. 

 

 

 I can define compromise, cooperation, 

conflict, and competition. 

 I can describe conflict that occurs between 

individuals and/or groups at home and at 

school. 

 I can describe cooperation between 

individuals and/or groups at home and at 

school. 

 I can describe compromise between 

individuals and/or groups at home and at 

school. 

 I can describe competition between 

individuals and/or groups at home and at 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Turtle’s Race with Beaver by Joseph and 

James Bruchac  

  Help Out at Schools by Amanda Miller  

  This Is the Way We Help at Home by 

Amanda Miller 

 
 

 



B: Citizenship/Rights and 
Responsibilities 
 
 

Essential Questions: 

*Why are the rights and 

responsibilities of citizens 

important to the community? 
 

 
 
Government: 
SS-EP-1.3.1  Students will define basic 
democratic ideas (e.g., liberty, justice, 
equality, rights, responsibility) and 
explain why they are important today.   
 
 
 
 

 
SS-EP-1.1.2 
Students will identify and explain the 
purpose of rules within organizations 
(e.g., school, clubs, teams) and 
compare rules with laws.  DOK 2 
 
 
 
 

 

 Branches and levels of government, specific 

offices and duties 

 Describe how the local government is 

structured (mayor, city council, judge-

executive, fiscal court, local courts) 

 Process of being elected 

 Responsibility of citizens to vote/make 

decisions 

 Real life connections 

 

 

CLTs:  

 I can define rights and give examples. 

 I can define responsibilities and give 

examples. 
 I can explain why having rights is important. 

 I can explain why having responsibilities 

is important. 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify classroom/school rules and 

explain why we need them. 

 I can identify laws and explain why we need 

them. 

 I can identify laws in my community and 

explain the purpose and importance of laws. 

 I can give examples of what life would be 

like without rules or laws. 
 I can compare rules to laws. 

 

 Discuss civil rights and the Constitution 

as part of conflict resolution lessons and 

historical discussions. 

 Meet My Neighbor, the Artist by Marc 

Crabtree 

 We Are Citizens by Laine Falk  

Discuss community issues that may be 

on an election ballot. 

Use news magazines that cover events 

(e.g. Scholastic News, Time for Kids, etc.) 

Review election process for Election 

Day. 

Begin to understand how taxes pay for 

government goods and services. 

Discuss current elections 

Participate in mock elections 

Vote to make choices (i.e. naming the 

class pet, selecting a reward video, 

selecting a team name, etc.) 

 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

C: Local Government 
 
 

Essential Questions: 

* How does the local government 

support the community and its 

citizens? 
 
 
 

 

 Local Government 

 Mayor  

 Community 

 Citizenship 

 Citizens 

 Common Good 

 Government Services 

 Civic Engagement 

 Begins to understand that taxes pay for 

public goods and services 
 

 Amos and Boris by William Steig 
 The Fire Cat by Esther Averill 
 Freedom Summer by Deborah 

Wiles 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



Government: 
SS-EP-1.1.1 
Students will identify basic purposes of 
local government (to establish order, 
provide security and accomplish goals); 
give examples of services local 
governments provide (e.g., police and 
fire protection, roads and snow removal, 
garbage pick-up) and identify how they 
pay for these services—taxes) 
 
SS-EP-1.2.1 
Students will describe how their local 
government is structured (e.g., mayor, 
city council, judge-executive, fiscal court, 
local courts) and compare their local 
government to other community 
governments in Kentucky.  
 
SS-EP-1.3.2 Students will identify and 
give examples of good citizenship at 
home, at school, and in the community 
(e.g., helping with chores, obeying rules, 
participating in community service 
projects such as recycling, conserving 
natural resources, donating 
food/supplies) and explain why civic 
engagement in the community is 
important. 

CLTs:  
 I can identify the basic purposes of 

local government. 

 

 

 I can give examples of services that 

local governments provide. 

 I can identify the role of the mayor and 

city council of my local government. 

 

 

 

 
 I can define community. 
 I can define citizen. 

 I can identify and give examples of what 

it means to be a good citizen in my 

community. 

 I can explain why it is important for 

citizens to be involved in their 

community. 

D: Documents of Our 
Government 
 

Essential Questions: 

* Why is the Constitution 

important to U.S. citizens today? 

 

* What does the Bill of Rights 

mean to me?    
 
 
 

Concepts: 

 The Constitution 

 The Bill of Rights 

 Branches of Government 

 Levels of Government 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Use Ben’s Guide to Government (the 3-5 

section) 

 Create a classroom Bill of Rights 

 Use primary and secondary sources to 

learn about the United States Constitution 

and the Bill of Rights.   

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



Historical Perspective: 
The Factual and Interpretive Nature of 
History 
SS-EP-5.1.1 
Students will use a variety of primary 
and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, 
diaries, timelines) to interpret the past.   

 

CLTs:  
 I can explain why the U.S. 

Constitution is an important 

document to U.S. citizens. 

 I can use primary and secondary 

sources to identify key details in the 

U.S. Constitution.  

 I can identify the Bill of Rights and 

explain its purpose.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Big Idea 

UNIT 2: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE & CULTURE & SOCIETIES  
Historical Perspective 
History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through multiple perspectives. In order for students to 
understand the present and plan for the future, they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, 
accomplishments, and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, 
patterns and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States, and the World. 

 
Cultures and Societies 
Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways 
(e.g., art, music, literature, religion); however, there are universals connecting all cultures. Culture influences viewpoints, rules, and institutions in a global 
society. Students should understand that people form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and that issues and challenges unite and 
divide them. 

 

 
Essential Questions: 

1.  How do social institutions help our community? 

2.  How have people’s lives changed over time? 

3.  How do historical songs, symbols, places, and holidays help us understand our countries past and why are they significant? 

 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A. Interactions Between 
Social Groups 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How do social institutions help 

our community?  

 
 
 
 
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.1.1 Students will describe 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
traditions, languages, skills, literature, 
the arts). 

 Culture, Beliefs, Traditions, Skills 

 Interactions among groups and with others 

 History of prejudices and stereotypes 

 Community 

 Government Institutions 

 Economic Institutions 

 Social Institutions 

 Educational Institutions 

 Family, religious, and social institutions 

 Develop further awareness of culture 

through the exposure to the elements of 

culture. 

 
CLTs: 
 I can define culture. 

 I can identify the elements of culture. 

 I can describe cultural elements and 

give examples of each. 

-Use read-alouds, language arts, and 

informal discussions to discuss the elements 

of culture 

-Learn from book Teaching Students to Get 

Along: Reducing Conflict and Increasing 

Cooperation in K-6 classrooms by Lee 

Carter and Katia Peterson 

 A Day in the Life of a Firefighter by 

Linda Hayward 

 Fire Fighter! by Angela Royston 

 A Day in the Life of a Police Officer by 
Linda Hayward  

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



 
 
SS-EP-2.2.1 Students will identify social 
institutions (government, economy, 
education, religion, family) and explain 
how they help the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify groups that exist in my 

community and explain how they help the 

community (e.g., church groups, Boy Scouts, 

Boys and Girls Clubs). 

 I can identify local government institutions 

(e.g., Metro Police, Louisville Fire, Animal 

Services, Brightside, garbage collection). 

 I can identify local economic institutions 

(e.g., banks). 

 I can identify local educational 

institutions (e.g., schools). 

 I can identify family institutions (e.g., 

blended families, extended families, 

guardians). 

 I can identify local religious institutions 

(e.g., places of worship, religious 

centers). 

 I can identify the social institutions to 

which I belong (e.g., religious 

organization, school, team, club). 

 I can explain how social institutions help 

the community. 

B. Communities of the Past 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How have people’s lives changed 

over time? 
 
 
 
 

Historical Perspective 
SS-EP-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, timelines) to interpret 
the past. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Primary sources 

 Secondary sources 

 Native American cultures 

 Interactions between social groups 

 Uses a variety of media and artifacts to 

understand history 

 

 
CLTs: 

 I can identify primary and secondary 

sources (e.g., artifacts, diaries, 

photographs). 

 I can explain how primary and 

secondary sources help me to interpret 

the past. 

 I can use primary and secondary sources to 

interpret the past. 

 

 I can identify how communication has 

changed over time. 

 Native Americans 

 Identify that people need food, shelter, 

and clothing. 

 Colonial America 
 Discuss current events; discuss studies of 

life science and geographical areas.  

 Rigby Leveled Reader: Hiawatha, 

American Leader (Unit 5, On Level), 

Level 2 

 Rigby Leveled Reader: Cities Then, 

Cities Now (Unit 1, On Level), Level 2 

 Westward to Home: Joshua’s Oregon 

Trail Diary by Patricia Hermes 

 If You Traveled West in a Covered 

Wagon by Ellen Levine 

 Sarah, Plain and Tall by Pat 

McLachlan Rigby Leveled Reader: The 

Telephone: A Great Invention (Unit 5, 

Below Level), Level 2 

 Rigby Leveled Reader: Life in Colonial 

America (Unit 5, On Level), Level 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

Culture Assessment 
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SS-EP-5.2.3 Students will describe 
change over time in communication, 
technology, transportation, and 
education in the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SS-EP-5.2.2 Students will identify and 
compare the early cultures of diverse 
groups of Native Americans (e.g., 
Northwest, Southwest, Plains, Eastern 
Woodlands) and explain why they 
settled in what is now the United States. 
 
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.1.1 Students will describe 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
traditions, languages, skills, literature, 
the arts). 
 
SS-EP-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict, 
competition) that occur between 
individuals/groups at home and at 
school. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify how technology has 

changed over time. 

 I can identify how transportation has 

changed over time. 

 I can identify how education has changed 

over time. 

 

 

 

 

 I can compare early cultures of diverse 

groups of Native Americans 

(Northwest, Southwest, Plains, Eastern 

Woodlands). 

 I can explain why they settled in what is 

now the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe the way of life of Native- 

American groups long ago (e.g., beliefs, 

traditions, languages, skills, literature, the 

arts). 

 I can describe interactions (compromise, 

cooperation, conflict, competition) 

between Native-American groups and 

early settlers. 

 Moonshot by Brian Floca 

 Titanic: Lost…..and Found by Judy 
Donnelly       

 Nobody Owns the Sky by Reeve 
Lindbergh       

 Rockets and Spaceships by Karen 
Wallace        

 Next Stop Grand Central by Maira 
Kalman 

C.  Historical Songs, 
Symbols, Places, and 
Holidays 

 Primary Sources 

 Secondary Sources 

 Develop an awareness of a variety of 

holidays (e.g.: Veteran’s Day,  

Thanksgiving)      

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 



 

Essential Questions: 

*How do historical songs, symbols, 

places, and holidays help us 

understand our countries past and 

why are they significant? 

 

 
Historical Perspective 
SS-EP-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, timelines) to interpret 
the past. 
 
 
SS-EP-5.2.1 Students will identify 
significant patriotic and historical songs, 
symbols, monuments/landmarks (e.g., 
“The Star- Spangled Banner,” the 
Underground Railroad, the Statue of 
Liberty) and patriotic holidays (e.g., 
Veterans Day, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, Fourth of July) and explain their 
historical significance. 

 

 Symbols/slogans-begins to explain how 

symbols, slogans, songs, poems, and passages 

relate to historical events. 

 Famous people 

 Patriotic and historical songs, symbols, 

monuments/landmarks 

 Patriotic holidays 

 Historical significance 

 Begin to explain causes of historical events. 
 

 

CLTs: 

 I can use print and non-print sources to 

study people and places from the past. 

 

 

 

 I can identify the major patriotic and 

historical songs and explain why they are 

important (e.g., “The Star-Spangled 

Banner,” “This Land Is Your Land,” 

“Follow the Drinking Gourd,” “My 

Country ‘Tis of Thee”). 

 I can identify the major patriotic and 

historical symbols (e.g., bald eagle, 

American flag, Uncle Sam) and explain 

why they are important. 

 I can identify the major patriotic and 

historical monuments/landmarks (e.g., the 

Statue of Liberty, Underground Railroad) 

and explain why they are important. 

 I can identify patriotic holidays (e.g., 

Veterans Day, Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day, Fourth of July) and explain why they 

are important. 

 Learn origins of holidays as they arise 

throughout the year.   

 Discuss the purpose and history of the 

pledge.   

 Share songs and poems when 

discussing specific historical events and 

holidays. 

 Create their own symbols, slogans, 

songs, or poems when studying a 

specific topic 
  

    Meet George Washington by Joan 

Heilbroner 

    Rigby Leveled Reader: The People Who 

Traveled with Lewis and Clark (Unit 2, 

Above Level), 
Level 2 

    Rigby Leveled Reader: Building Lady 

Liberty (Unit 3, On Level), Level 2 

    Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette 

Winter 
    Apple Pie Fourth of July by Janet Wong 
    Martin Luther King, Jr. and the March on 

Washington by Frances Ruffin 

   A Picture Book of Sojourner Truth by 

David Alder 
   More Than Anything Else by Marie 

Bradby 
    A Picture Book of Sacagawea by 

David Alder 
    Eleanor Roosevelt by Dina Nabli 
    A Girl Named Helen Keller by Margo 

Lundell 

    The Daring Escape of Ellen Craft by 

Cathy Moore 
    Abe Lincoln’s Hat by Martha Brenner 
    Lincoln: A Photobiography by Russell 

Freedman 
    Abraham Lincoln by Pamela Walker 
    Meet George Washington by Joan 

Heilbroner 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



Big Idea 

UNIT 3: GEOGRAPHY 
Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and human/environmental interaction. Students need 
geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography 
has impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the economy and world events. A geographic perspective 
also enables students to better understand the past and present and to prepare for the future. 

*Essential Questions: 

1.  How can geographic tools help us to locate and describe places? 

2.  How do people interact with their environment? 

3.  How do people from around the world have similar and different cultures?  
 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A.  Map Skills and Our 
World 
 
Essential Questions: 

*How can geographic tools help us 

to locate and describe places? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Geography 
SS-EP-4.1.1 Students will use geographic 
tools (e.g., maps, globes, mental maps, 
charts, graphs) to locate and describe 
familiar places at home, school, and the 
community. 
 
 
 

 Using geographic tools 

 Identifying locations on a map 

 Begin to locate city, state, country, continent, 

bodies of water, and compass rose on a map.   

 Begins to recognize map keys/legends and 

symbols. 

 Begins to recognize borders, boundaries, 

equator, and poles of the Earth.   Using maps 

and globes. 

 Cardinal directions 

 Map key/legend 

 Physical characteristics (i.e., landforms, 

bodies of water 

 Prime Meridian  

 Countries in North America 

 

 
CLTs: 

 I can use geographic tools to locate 

familiar places in my school and 

community. 

 I can create a map to identify the locations 

of familiar places and objects in my home 

or school. 

 I can use the cardinal directions to find 

a location on a map. 

 I can use the legend/map key and scale on 

a map. 

 Our Earth by Anne Rockwell 
 The Top and the Bottom of the World 

by Allan Fowler 
 Amelia’s Fantastic Flight by Rose 

Bursik 
 Afternoon on the Amazon by Mary 

Pope Osbourne 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

Geography Assessment 
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SS-EP-4.1.2 Students will use geographic 
tools to identify major landforms (e.g., 
continents, mountain ranges); bodies of 
water (e.g., oceans, major rivers); and 
natural resources on Earth’s surface and 
use relative location. 

 
SS-EP-4.2.1 Students will describe places 
on Earth’s surface by their physical 
characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, 
bodies of water). 

 

 I can use geographic tools to identify 

major landforms and bodies of water on 

Earth. 

 I can identify the physical characteristics 

of landforms and bodies of water on 

Earth. 

 
 

 I can describe places on Earth’s surface 

based on climate, landforms, and/or 

bodies of water.  

B.  Interactions with Our 
Environment 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How do people interact with their 

environment? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Geography 
SS-EP-4.4.1 Students will describe ways 
people adapt to/modify the physical 
environment to meet their basic needs 
(food, shelter, clothing). 
 
 
SS-EP-4.1.3 Students will describe how 
different factors (e.g. rivers, mountains) 

 People adapt to/change the environment 

 Wants and Needs 

 Needs and response to basic needs and ways 

needs are met 

 Shelter and Clothing 

 North America before various cultures 

emerged and what has happened since 

 People use land in the community for their 

wants and needs 

 Physical characteristics (landforms, bodies of 

water) 

 Understands that people get food, shelter, 

and clothing from their environment.  

 How cultures have changed and adapted to 

today’s lifestyle 

 Diversity of people  

 Kentucky and its relationship to Native 

American culture 

 Technological advances  
 
 
 

CLTs: 

 I can describe ways people adapt to or change 

the environment to meet their basic needs (e.g., 

food, shelter, clothing). 

 

 

 

 

 

 Why Are the Ice Caps Melting? by 

Anne Rockwell 

 Tomatoes to Ketchup by Inez Snyder 

 A Day in the Life of a Builder by Linda 

Hayward 

 I Want To Be a Builder by Dan 

Liebman (1
st grade library) 

 The Tortilla Factory by Gary Paulsen 

 City Dog by Karla Kuskin  

 Uptown by Bryan Collier 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



influence where human activities are 
located in the community. 
 
SS-EP-4.4.2 Students will describe how 
the physical environment can both 
promote and restrict human activities. 
 
 
 
SS-EP-4.3.2 Students will describe how 
technology helps us move, settle, and 
interact in the modern world. 

 I can explain how people use the land and 

water in the community (e.g., to live, work, 

play, provide services). 
 
 

 I can describe ways the environment helps 

people live. 

 I can describe ways the environment creates 

challenges. 

 I can describe physical characteristics of the 

community. 

 

 

 I can describe how technology helps us live 

and work together. 

 

C.  People and their 
Cultures from Around the 
World 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How do people from around the 

world have similar and different 

cultures? 

 

 

 

 
Cultures and Societies 

SS-EP-2.1.1 Students will describe 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
traditions, languages, skills, 
literature, the arts). 

 
 
 

SS-EP-2.1.2 Students will study a 
variety of diverse cultures locally and 
in the world today and explain the 
importance of appreciating and 
understanding other cultures 

 Cultures  

 Families  

 People living together 

 History and traditions/celebrations-the 

exposure to the history of holidays 

 Beliefs and traditions 

 Discusses past and present events.  

 Real life connections of today compared to 

the past events/traditions 
 
 

CLTs: 

 I can identify elements of culture (e.g., 

dress, art, literature, languages, beliefs, 

family, traditions). 

 I can identify my own culture, using the 

elements of culture. 

 

 I can identify ways students get an 

education in other cultures. 

 I can identify how families in other 

cultures describe their way of life. 

 I can identify how people get around in different 

places around the world (e.g., transportation). 

 I can identify how people get around in different 

places around the world (e.g., transportation). 

 I can identify different types of homes around 

the world. 

-Discuss how resources influence choice of 

settlement during cultural studies. 

-Research famous people and/or events 

using a variety of resources.   
 Ah! Music by Aliki 
 My Name Is Jorge by Jane Medina 
 Going Home by Eve Bunting 
 If the World Were a Village: A Book 

About the World by David Smith 
 Children Around the World by Donata 

Montarari 
 This Is the Way We Go to School by 

Laine Falk 
 Earth Dance by Joanne Ryder 
 14 Cows For America by Carmen 

Deedy 
 Throw Your Tooth on the Roof: Tooth 

Traditions From Around the World by 
Selby Beeler 

 We Are Alike, We Are Different by 
Janice Behrens  

 Pierre-Auguste Renoir by True Kelley 
 The Boy Who Loved to Draw by 

Barbara Brenner 
 No One Saw by Bob Raczka 
 Diego by Jonah Winter 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

 

Unit 2: Culture 

Assessment 
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SS-EP-2.2.1 Students will identify social 
institutions (government, economy, 
education, religion, family) and explain 
how they help the community. 
 
 
 
SS-EP-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict, 
competition) that occur between 
individuals/groups at home and at 
school. 
 
SS-EP-2.3.2 Students will identify 
appropriate conflict resolution 
strategies (e.g., compromise, 
cooperation, communication). 

 I can identify ways people live together and 

interact in a community of many cultures (e.g., 

compromising, being fair, looking for ways to 

learn from each other, listening carefully to 

others’ ideas). 

 

 

 I can identify ways people solve problems 

together (e.g., compromise, cooperation, 

communication). 

 I can identify other cultures around the world 

today. 

 I can identify why it is important to study other 

cultures. 

 I can identify how children from different 

cultures are alike and different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Big Idea 

UNIT 4: ECONOMICS  

Economics includes the study of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. Students need to understand how their economic 
decisions affect them, others, and the nation as a whole. The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own 
personal lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students need to understand the benefits and costs of 
economic interaction and interdependence among people, societies, and governments. 

 
*Essential Questions: 

1.   How are goods and services produced, consumed, and distributed in my community? 

2.   How do my economic decisions affect me?   
 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A.  Goods and Services in 
My Community 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How are goods and services 

produced, consumed, and 

distributed in my community?  

 

 
Economics 
SS-EP-3.3.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to markets 
(e.g., market economy, markets, wants 
and needs, goods and services, profit, 
consumer, producer, supply and 
demand, barter, money, trade, 
advertising). 
 
SS-EP-3.1.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to scarcity (e.g., 
opportunity cost, wants and needs, 
limited productive resources--natural, 
human, capital) and explain that scarcity 
requires people to make economic 
choices and incur opportunity costs. 
 

 Goods 

 Services 

 Producers 

 Consumers 

 Distributors  

 Markets  

 Imports  

 Exports 

 

 
CLTs: 

 I can define basic economic terms related to 

markets (e.g. markets, goods, services, 

producer, consumer, supply and demand, 

barter). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can define and give examples of how 

goods can be scarce.   

 

 

 

 

 

 Junior Achievement 

 

 A Day at an Indian Market by 

Catherine Chambers 

 Fire Cat by Esther Averill 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



SS-EP-3.4.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to production, 
distribution, and consumption (e.g., 
goods and services, wants and needs, 
supply and demand, specialization, 
entrepreneur) and describe various 
ways goods and services are distributed 
(e.g., by price, first-come-first-served, 
sharing equally). 
 
SS-EP-3.4.2 Students will describe how 
new knowledge, technology/tools, and 
specialization increase productivity in 
our community, state, nation, and 
world. 
 
SS-EP-3.4.3 Students will define 
interdependence and give examples of 
how people in our communities, states, 
nation, and world depend on each other 
for goods and services. 

 
 

Government and Civics 
SS-EP-1.1.1 Students will identify the 
basic purposes of local government (to 
establish order, provide security, and 
accomplish common goals); give 
examples of services local governments 
provide (e.g., police and fire protection, 
roads and snow removal, garbage pick-
up); and identify how they pay for these 
services (taxes). 
 
Geography 
SS-EP-4.4.1 Students will describe ways 
people adapt to/modify the physical 
environment to meet their 
basic needs (food, shelter, clothing). 

 

 

 I can give examples of goods and services 

that are produced in our community. 

 I can give examples of goods and services 

that are consumed in our community. 

 I can give examples of goods and services 

that are distributed in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how new ideas and 

technology help producers in my 

community and state. 

 

 

 

 I can define and give examples of how 

communities depend on each other for 

goods and services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify and give examples of 

services that the government provides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe ways we use resources 

from our world to meet our needs. 

(food/growing crops; clothing/sheering 

wool, growing cotton; and 

shelter/cutting timber; etc.) 

 



B. Making Economic 
Decisions 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How do my economic decisions 

affect me?   

 
Economics 
SS-EP-3.1.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to scarcity (e.g., 
opportunity cost, wants and needs, 
limited productive resources--natural, 
human, capital) and explain that scarcity 
requires people to make economic 
choices and incur opportunity costs. 
 
SS-EP-3.2.1 Students will identify and 
give examples of economic institutions 
(banks) and explain how they help 
people deal with the problem of scarcity 
(e.g., loan money, save money) in 
today’s market economy. 
 
SS-EP-3.3.2 Students will explain 
different ways that people acquire 
goods and services (by trading/bartering 
goods and services for other goods and 
services or by using money). 

 Supply 

 Demand 

 Economic Choices 

 Opportunity Cost 

 Benefits/Costs  

 Saving and Spending Money 
 
 
 

CLTs: 

 I can explain why people cannot have all of 

the goods and services they want. 

 I can explain why I would need to give 

something up to get something I want 

(opportunity cost). 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how banks help people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain the different ways that people 

get goods and services (trade/barter, 

markets). 

 Junior Achievement 
 

 Rigby Leveled Reader:What Happens 
at the Bank? (Unit 4, on Level), Level 2 

 Rigby Leveled Reader:  My First 
Business: Lemonade Stand (Unit 4, above 
Level), Level 2 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

 


